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March 2023
Songs of the Year by Pete Muller
ACROSS
  1  Adjective associated with a 9-Across
  5  AC casino, with "the"
  9  "Bear" that's not a bear
14  "___ With It" (Steve Winwood hit)
15  "___ That I Love You" (Rihanna hit)
16  "Do you want to be an ___, do you

want to be a star?" (lyric from a
1973 song)

17  Goner's exclamation
19  Castle on Broadway
20  1984 rock tune that's often

misinterpreted as patriotic
22  Actor with an erotic piano-playing

scene in "Pretty Woman"
23  Did some tailoring on
27  Chart-topping 1978 disco hit
30  Commercial silencer
31  Private events?
32  Character in a Cat Stevens song

with two perspectives
33  Word in a famous Stravinsky

composition
34  Knightley who plays a singer-

songwriter in "Begin Again"
36  Word with suit or shot
37  Tennis star Swiatek
38  Prominent features in an Obama

caricature
39  Compos 43-Down
40  2007 rock hit with a disemvoweled

title
44  Band name word after "Massive"
45  Floor support?
46  1973 chart-topping instrumental

rock hit
52  Handle
55  Australian swimming legend with

five Olympic golds
56  Stephen Baldwin, to Justin Bieber,

say
57  ___ B'rith
58  French river with three vowels in its

name
59  Bright lights
60  Meeting: Abbr.
61  Green building certification, for short

DOWN
  1  Tot spot
  2  Donna counterpart
  3  Initialism for those whose patience

ran out, perhaps
  4  Word meaning "stretch" that sounds

like a scandal surrounding Tesla's
boss?

  5  Firing squad?
  6  Roof support
  7  "Alternatively," in textspeak
  8  Nice pop?
  9  Franz I and Ferdinand I, say
10  Place where potential mergers

happen?
11  Bronze or golden follower
12  "Steal My Sunshine" one-hit wonder

band
13  Blonde or ginger follower
18  Dionne Warwick, to Cissy Houston
21  Zoë Saldana's "Star Trek" role
24  Stoners?
25  Weather away
26  Fashion letters
27  X-Man, say
28  Chubby Checker classic, with "The"
29  Belly laugh syllable
30  "You ___ Think" (Cars classic hit)
33  Singer Coolidge, Wilson, or Ora

34  Writer who wanted his manuscripts
burned at death (they weren't)

35  Miss an easy catch, say
36  Rotating spot for rounds
38  Gives to a neutral third party, as a

deposit
39  ___ Mouth ("All Star" band)
41  Loose-fitting dress
42  Matriarchal bush creatures
43  See 39-Across
47  Cacao bits
48  Rapper Big Daddy ___
49  Spooky-sounding city?
50  ___ dixit
51  "I ___ to Know" (song by a rock

artist who left us in 2017)
52  "I've seen a good man ___" (song

lyric from 1998)
53  Way to get to Carnegie Hall from the

Neil Simon Theatre?
54  Band with a song including a

repeated lyric commonly misheard
as "Bruce"

The meta for this puzzle is a famous band.
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