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Mega-Meta 2025
Don't Lose That Number by Pete Muller, Mack Meller, and Andrew White
ACROSS
1  Pfizer competitor
6  "In Da ___" (50 Cent song)
10  "It's ___" (Level 42 song)
14  "___ the End of the World" (U2 song)
15  Pittypat, to Melanie, in "Gone With the

Wind"
16  "___ Semester" (Twenty One Pilots

song)
17  Org. whose Santa-tracking tradition

began due to a misprinted ad
18  "___ Barrymore" (double-platinum

single for SZA)
19  Across ___ (software for solving

crosswords)
20  "Legal ___" (B-52s song)
22  Mumford & ___ ("Only Love" band)
23  John Belushi character on "Saturday

Night Live"
26  Terza ___ (Italian verse form)
28  They're known as "squashes" in

Britain
29  "Closing Time" band
33  Vegetarian's stipulation
35  "Rockin' ___ the Night" (38 Special

song)
36  "Superman (It's ___ Easy)" (Five for

Fighting song)
38  "Long Cool Woman in a Black ___"

(Hollies hit)
39  Dutch bank with an orange lion logo
40  La ___ (Milan opera house where

"Turandot" premiered)
42  Apollo unit, briefly
43  "When I'm ___" (3 Doors Down song)
45  Buddy Holly's "___ Be the Day"
46  Signal-based communication

mechanism
49  Nice place?
50  Prado pieces
51  Bald babies?
53  Maroon 5 song
55  "___ Me" (Thirty Seconds to Mars

song)
57  Pork cut known for its tender texture
58  Fleck in the International Bluegrass

Music Hall of Fame
59  Uplift morally
63  Like the location of this entry, if the

grid were a ship and the wind were
blowing southwest

64  Nine Inch Nails song
65  Followers of Guru Nanak
66  "___ You Back" (5 Seconds of

Summer song)
67  Class action seekers?
68  "___ My Girl" (One Direction song)
DOWN
1  "___ to the rescue with love and

peace will follow": River Phoenix
2  Grammy winner for "Double Fantasy"

3  Lincoln in NYC, e.g.
4  Breaks
5  Like Beyoncé, vis-à-vis Solange
6  Club carrier
7  Entice, as fish into a net
8  Not prone to mistakes 
9  Texter's "Oh, I almost forgot to tell you

..."
10  Checked out, perhaps
11  It may undergo vasoconstriction in the

cold
12  Nos. after nos.
13  Waze way: Abbr.
21  Cartoonist behind the modern image

of Santa Claus
22  Flatten, informally
23  CD purveyor
24  Is over the moon about
25  Excited reply to "Do any of you want

ice cream?"
27  Final conclusion?
30  Dean's co-star in "Rebel Without a

Cause"
31  How Scrabble games rarely end

32  Enclosing rim for a jewel
34  Odin's domain
37  Bone next to the tibia and fibula
39  Like the urge to steal, for a

kleptomaniac
41  "Told ya!"
44  Get off the fence
45  Tokyo-based audio equipment brand
47  Tool for a glockenspielist
48  Repeats out loud ... perhaps to find

secret mega-meta information in this
year's previous puzzles?

52  Charli XCX hit featuring Billie Eilish
53  Pop genre?
54  "Barefoot Blue Jean Night" singer

Jake
56  Country singer Langley with the hit

"Weren't for the Wind"
57  Yammer
58  Catchy tune, in modern lingo
60  Last prez without a prior political office

until Trump
61  Mortgage-backing agcy.
62  Gucci alternative

The meta for this puzzle is the mega-meta for 2025, a song from the '90s.
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