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December 2025
Five for One by Pete Muller, Mack Meller, and Andrew White

ACROSS
1  "___ (Tales of Yankee Power)"

(Bob Dylan ballad covered by
Dierks Bentley)

6  It has Douglas and Fraser
varieties

13  Nurmi nicknamed "The Flying
Finn"

14  "Everything Is ___" ("The Lego
Movie" theme song by Tegan
and Sara)

15  It may be liquid
16  **Vanquish
17  Change terms after you've

made a deal, say
19  Boat that might move an oil rig
20  Ignorami
22  Norwegian band sometimes

classified as a one-hit wonder
24  *Contend (with)
27  WNBA pt.
28  Freddie Mercury, for Rami

Malek
30  Tests for purity
32  Atka or Adak natives
34  Gp. offering uniform

education?
35  Hockey great Phil, to fans
37  **Dominate
38  Tokyo-based tech giant
39  Proven
41  Electric engineer?
43  Getting clean, perhaps
47  *Go head-to-head (with)
50  Egg-cell-ent thing?
51  Conventional beliefs
52  Shield depicting Medusa's

head
53  Seasoned sailor
54  It's a Frenchman's right
DOWN
1  *Vigorously debate (with)
2  "Darling, won't you ___ my

worried mind?" (Eric Clapton
lyric)

3  Thomas who created the
Republican elephant

4  Blatant
5  Gradually decompose
6  The Koh-i-Noor diamond has

66

7  '45 battleground, briefly
8  What landlords never pay
9  Drawing aid ... or, in a way,

what needs to be changed to
solve the meta

10  Mock up
11  Linguistic suffix with morph- or

phon-
12  Always, to Auden
18  Blasts
21  Secure, in a way
23  Like Natalie Merchant, vocally
24  "Amir" for "emir," e.g.: Abbr.
25  "The Heat ___" (Glenn Frey

song)
26  Venerable
29  Carlos Alcaraz's country, on a

scoreboard
31  Takes a position, say

33  2024 Adrien Nunez song about
betrayal

36  Least likely to do karaoke,
perhaps

40  Word between "Angels" and
"Call" in a 'Til Tuesday song
title ... or how often a
crossword constructor should
use a word that's in the grid as
part of a clue, typically

42  Anakin and Padmé's daughter
44  Former senator and Supreme

Court justice Black
45  Others, to Otho
46  **Defeat
47  Navy noncom
48  "___ Spot" (Nate Smith song)
49  Business card no.

The meta for this puzzle is a famous rock band. (Note: This puzzle also
contains a hint to the 2025 mega-meta.)
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