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July 2026
Taken Aback by Pete Muller, Mack Meller, and Andrew White
ACROSS
1  Bad, in Barcelona
5  1974 Joni Mitchell song whose title

completes the lyric "___, I think I'm
fallin' in love again"

11  Cards at a casino, perhaps
14  Leader in a kids' game
15  Shorebird whose name anagrams to

a musical term
16  Boom box button
17  Avignon academy
18  R&B singer with the 2018 song "Blue

Lights"
20  What a fugitive may be on
22  "A Fine Romance" composer Jerome
23  "Our Time in ___" (double-platinum

album for 10,000 Maniacs)
24  Safari sighting?
25  "___ Changes" (#1 album for

Thomas Rhett)
27  Safari sighting
28  Broadway singer and actress

Salonga
29  Shaq's alma mater
30  Terza ___ (verse form invented by

Dante)
33  Maker of Wavy Heluva Good!

Buttermilk Ranch potato chips
34  Stat for which the highest and lowest

in the Lower 48 are both in Inyo
County, Calif.

36  The most-followed singer on
Instagram

39  "Opposites Attract" singer who was
an original "American Idol" judge

41  "The Queen of Disco"
44  Proposes
48  "ER" setting, sometimes
49  ___ Nui (Easter Island)
50  Big jerk?
52  It's indefinite in Italian
53  Makeshift money
55  1972-1983 CBS war comedy drama

co-starring Alan Alda
56  "Crazy in Love" singer, to fans
57  Fed lines to
58  "___ and Sound" (Capital Cities hit)
61  English regatta town
63  "On & On" singer with five Grammys
66  Common upholstery fabric
67  Calif.'s 1 or 101
68  People whose traditional musical

instruments are known as "taonga
puoro"

69  They're not light reading
70  Birth mo. for Miley Cyrus and Tina

Turner
71  Service station?
72  Accepted, as a proposal

DOWN
1  Archangel who expelled Satan from

heaven
2  Some slide subjects
3  Lie lazily
4  Tie score that's impossible in the NFL
5  Fifth pillar of Islam
6  Elicit
7  Folk tail?
8  '80s IBM flop
9  "She's So ___" (Matchbox Twenty

song)
10  They make contact in "Contact"
11  One of two elements with three i's in

its name
12  Diplomatic de-escalation
13  Nose, in slang
14  "___ Down" (No Doubt song)
19  So-so
21  Pageant hosted by Bob Barker for

two decades
26  Completely tank?
27  Bolognese, e.g.

30  20 quires
31  Buggy, perhaps
32  Black Friday feature, stereotypically
35  IP-masking tool
37  Part of a 1961 Edsels hit song title
38  13-Down application?
40  Group whose membership includes

over 10% of the U.S. population
41  Make out
42  Dawn on
43  Ballet great Rudolf known as "Lord of

the Dance"
45  "Santeria" band
46  Prepared for a proposal, perhaps
47  Accept a proposal, perhaps
51  "In the ___" (Elvis Presley song)
54  Unclear text?
55  55-Across figure
58  Iranian leader until 1979
59  "___ Ben Adhem" (Leigh Hunt poem)
60  55-Across actor Jamie
62  Cranny counterpart
64  "Breaking Bad" broadcaster
65  Escort, briefly

The meta for this puzzle is a famous singer whose last name is missing from the grid.
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