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September 2026
What's the Frequency, Kenneth? by Pete Muller, Mack Meller, and Andrew White

ACROSS
1  Lambert or Levine
5  It's midway between Dallas and

Austin
9  Old Mac platform

12  McKenna of country and folk
music

13  Slanted text?
14  "The Reason," according to Toby

Keith
15  "Stormy Weather" crooner
17  Donkey Kong or King Kong, e.g.
18  1972 Bill Withers hit
19  Coveted slots on Billboard charts
21  One writing lots of college essays,

perhaps
24  Half an inning?
25  Any member of the "Light My Fire"

band?
26  Lake that can be seen from the

windows of the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame

28  Rush's rock genre, for short
29  Rush and Cream, e.g.
30  Ovbious typos like the ones in tihs

clue, say
34  Vicks decongestant brand that

sounds like a trigonometry
function

35  Anderson who performed with the
Duke Ellington Orchestra

36  A.M. part
37  Number One Observatory Circle

resident, familiarly
38  Corp. alias
41  Frequent dance partner of Fred

Astaire
44  Country legend Willie who penned

"On the Road Again" on an
airplane barf bag

45  Wife of Augustus
46  Magic on display?
47  Some skimpy sleepwear
50  Shoe spec seldom stocked
51  Number of singles by the Who,

Radiohead, and Genesis to reach
the #1 spot in the U.K.

52  "The ___ of a Showgirl" (2025
Taylor Swift album)

53  Church that Gladys Knight is a
member of, for short

54  Subject of Weird Al's "The White
Stuff"

55  Part of MIT: Abbr.

DOWN
1  Magazine with annual Best of

Beauty awards
2  Whacks
3  "Gunsmoke" star James
4  Pitbull's birthplace
5  Make a mixtape for, perhaps
6  Mo. with National Burrito Day
7  Lincoln ___ (place to see "Medea"

in November 2026)
8  Place to see "Medea," once
9  "Messiah," for one

10  Lake in "The Wreck of the
Edmund Fitzgerald"

11  Beast and Cyclops, e.g.
16  Guitarist who famously lit his

guitar on fire after a 1967
performance

20  Only United States capital whose
name shares no letters in common
with its state

22  "Tell me more ..."

23  More waterlogged
27  Powerful non-blank tile in Scrabble
28  Unruffles some feathers?
29  African capital mentioned in "The

Marines' Hymn"
30  Org. for LGBTQ+ students
31  Failed to end cleanly, as the

relationship in a Cranberries hit
32  Trinidad and Tobago, e.g.
33  "Have You ___ Seen the Rain"

(CCR hit)
37  Facade
38  Prepare, as shrimp
39  Some undergarments
40  How many undergarments are

sold
42  Muppet originally dubbed "Snarl,

the Cigar Box Frackle"
43  2003 rom-com with seven Razzies
44  "O Holy Night," for one
48  Higher ed hurdle
49  #1 spot in the U.K.?

The meta for this puzzle is a pop superstar.
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